How to Make Beeswax
Candles

Otfee of Vath and Yomg Addt Mmnstry
Ukranan Orthodox Church of USA
Needed [tems;

e At kast 10 bs of naturd beeswax (/£ you use beeswax
candle m your parsh, don't throw away the stubs. Collect
them and revse them' This & a wonderfl way to do
be guod caretakers of what Giod had gwven to vs,)

o Cande wiks (shodd be on a spool o0 yu e brm to the
sze desired)

o A deep crock pot or stock pot that you wil ot mind fling wth hot beeswax andfor a tal olve o
can(above 1S inches). Your pot or can need to be ot lkast two nches taler than your wicks,
o A lbng woden pok, broom, or dowel rod at last IS wnches n dameter and at last four feet lng
o Two chars
Smal weights such as a nt, val, curtan weight

Step One. The Wax
o [T yw are usng od candes, begn by bolng a pot of water. Remove the wicks from the stubs. Once
the water & bolng, add the candle stibs. Ths wil separate any sand from the wax. I your
candles were ot sand then you may skip this step. Remove the wax when t s foating on top.
Dry thoraughly,
o Deeswax can be expensive. Lok onfne m your beal communty to discover # there s a ked farm that
sels beeswax, This & a much more affordable option,

Step Two; Your Work Area

o [f yw are usmg a crock pot, chwose an area near an outlet. Cover your work surface with newspaper
to catch drips, [ possble, you shald seb vp your work area otside to avod drppng the wax on your
floors.

o [f yu are usng a stock pot on the stove, place dummom fol arond the burmers to cabch drps.

o Set w yur dryng rack. See the listraton with the two charrs and brooms,
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3. The Wiks

You wil want to trim you wiks to a sze that wil dp easiy
nto your pot.  PAnywhere from 6 to 2 inch candes,  You wil
have to doble the lngth of the sze and add another few
nches (3 to W) to bod whie dippng.  You wil wake two
candls ot a tme, Tie on your weight.

Y. Getting Started

K you are placng yor wax directly mbo the pot, bresk t up |1 . 2
nto smal peces whie msertng, U U

K you are usng the “dable boler” method, il yor can wth !

the broken pieces of wax, Place the can m the larger potforock
pet.  Fil the ater pt wth water. Tum on the heat, The wax shold welt sbwly and shold
take at last 30 mmutes,

Consstent heat s mportant, The wax shold nt be dlowed to cool or get too hot. 160 degrees to
HS degrees s ided,

Once the wax & melted you can begn!

S Dipping-:r
Hold a kngth of wck i the center (boped over your fingers) and dip both ends mto the melted
wax, keepng your fngers 27 dbove the welted wax, Leave the wck m the wax for abot three

seconds, Remove and alow to cool on a lhddng peg for dbot three mnites, Don't touch the candes
whie they col down. I the first layer of wax s smooth when cod, continwe the dippng and cooling
process wtl you have produced candes of the thickness you desire,

Before re_dppmg, make sure the previs lyer & coo. Dip the candes n the meled wax quckly, to the same lvel as
the first dp. Pul them ot sbwly and steadly. You shold begn to see a waxy buldyp on the wick by the third dp.
It the wax wn't adnerng properly to the wick, kt the wax col a bt (dbot So Fahrenhet) and re_dp the wick
untl you see the wax begmng to grow.

Your dppmg can wil tialy contan much wore wax than you will actudly vse for making the many lyers of the findl
candles, However, becasse you are toking wax ot of the dppng can, you wil need to replensh your supply of wax
frequently. The best way to do this handly s to keep a second doblea boler sebup gomg with a swply of extra wax
for refiing the dpping can. I order to be consistent, remember to first determmne the exact wax formu, that yo
want to use for al of the candes you are dppng m one sessin,

The dppng and dryng process can take fifteen to thirty dips, dependng on the thickness yu want the candes to
be. This reqires a certan amont of patience, bt t & qute fasomatng to watch the candes grow mto their bvely
tapered shapes as you work with them. As your candes begn to acomdate lyers of wax, the colng time n between
dips wil merease. Make sure the candl is cooled each time before you rea dp.
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o After severd dps, the candes wil have thikened enough to serve as their own weights, At this pont, before dong
your fmal dips, take the sharp knife and slce off the bottoms of the candles where the weights are embedded
the wax, When catting off the bottoms, make sure the candes are cool and hard enagh nt to be mprinted with
your fingertips. Do this as ceanly as possbl so that the candle base wil be fmshed nicely, I you don't get & auite
right, you can aways repeat the process lter. Save the cande ends wth the weights m them to remet and use
later on. You can achieve a shmy surface on your dipped candles by sbmergng them mto cod water after the find dp

After dong this, hang them v to dry for one howr or wore. Store newly made candes bid fot and away from
direct sunlght.
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o Have everyme work togther to cean . Y/ A

o The candes can be roled m pln paper for A |
storing or to take home,

o Snp the wiks to separate the candes when ready for use.

o VYar parsh prest may want to bless the candes pror to uwse m the dhurch

o Safety first"  The wax and water n this progct are extremely hot. Be suwe to have proper
adt swpervison and mstrucbon when conductin this exercise,

o For yonger chidren you cold purchose beeswax sheets from a craft store and have them rdl candes.
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