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Three Coins: A Saint Nicholas Play — UOC of USA OYM

SETTINGS:

SCENE ONE - Door with Bell Ringer (also scene
changes)

SCENE TWO - Old House

SCENE THREE - House in Italy/Port of Myra
SCENE FOUR - Council of Nicaea

CHARACTERS:

Bell Ringer

Coin Tosser 1

Coin Tosser 2

Coin Tosser 3

St. Nicholas

Voice of Past/Present
Poor Dad

3 Daughters

Ship Captain

People of Myra (at least 4)
Deck Hand

2 Grain
Theotokos/Narrator
2 Jailers

Arius

Constantin
Jesus/Narrator

COSTUMES:

Saint Nicholas - Bishop’s robe, staff and Mitre (I
think we have these?)

Everyone - regular clothes

Everyone except St. Nicholas/Bell Ringer -
blanket, tablecloth or fabric that can be wrapped
around and tied with a rope over reg. clothes
Sea Captain - Ancient Greek Sea Captain’s Hat
(like Dunce Cap - could be made of paper)
Grain - Sacks and wheat crowns
Theotokos/Young Girls - Head Scarves

Gold Head Wreath - Constantine

PROPS:

Cardboard Boat

Cardboard House

Red Bucket

Signs - “Salvation Army - St. Nicholas Chapter”
“Port of Myra” “Port of Ostia”
Easel

Bell

Coins

Blue Fabric/plastic table cloth
Black Partition

Tablecloths for curtains

MUSIC/SOUNDS:
Wayback Sound
Saint Nicholas Hymn

OTHER: Microphone with Speaker
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SCENE ONE - Outside Door to Store
(Props - Sign, Easel, Bell, Bucket)

Bell Ringer (Ringing Bell): Merry Christmas! Help us help those in need!

Coin Tosser 1: A blessed Feast of the Nativity! (tosses coin in bucket and starts to leave)

Bell Ringer: Thanks...hey wait. I can’t take this coin, it’s not even American!

Coin Tosser 1: Well, I thought it might be worth something.

Bell Ringer: Huh, looks old, where’d you get it?

Coin Tosser 1: I'm not sure...it’s been in the family awhile. [ heard something about it helping my great,
great, great, great, great - well [ don’t know how great she was but somehow it helped her marry my

great, great, great... argh... you get the idea... grandpa, a long time ago...

Far Off Voice of Time: About 1700 years ago.... (Wayback sound)

SCENE TWO - Poor Man’s House in Myra
(Props - Cardboard House, Bags of Coins, Blanket)

Daughter 1: Father, 'm so cold!

Daughter 2: I'm so hungry!

Daughter 3: I'm cold and hungry!

(St. Nicholas is walking by and slows down and crouches at the window, listening)

Father: Here’s some bread to share. I'm sorry you've worked so hard all day and I have nothing more to
feed you.

Daughter 1: It's ok, we know you are doing your best for us. Times are hard.

Father: Huddle together and you’ll be warmer. I'm sorry there’s no fire but we don’t have coal or wood.
Now take off your shoes, lie down and try to sleep. Maybe I'll find work tomorrow.

(Girls lie down on the blanket and go to sleep - St. Nicholas wanders off)

Father: (Kneeling in prayer) Our Father in Heaven, thank you for your blessings. Please dear Lord, help

me trust that you will protect and care for my daughters. Help me find a way to give them each a dowry
so they may marry and be saved from slavery or worse. Help your humble servant, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, Amen.
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(The father goes to bed and then St. Nicholas walks quickly by the house throwing 3 bags of coins through
the window by the shoes)

~ The next morning...the girls wake up
Daughters: (All at once) Look, look Father, it’s a miracle! There’s enough gold here for our dowries!

Father: Praise be to God, it IS a miracle! (Looks amazed, shaking head, holding a coin). The Lord does
hear our prayers just as Bishop Nicholas has told us!

Far Off Voice of Time: About 1700 years later.... (Wayback sound)

SCENE THREE - Back Outside Door to Store
(Props - Sign, Easel, Bell, Bucket)

Bell Ringer (Ringing Bell): Merry Christmas! Help us help those in need!
Coin Tosser 2: Merry Christmas! (tosses coin in bucket and starts to leave)

Bell Ringer: Thanks...what?? Hey come back, did you mean to give me this? I've never seen a coin like
this!

Coin Tosser 2: Wow, thanks! Here’s another one. That one is my lucky coin. It's been in my family for
years. It came from a sea captain who lived in Italy a loooong time ago...

Voice of Time: About 1700 years ago.... (Wayback sound)

SCENE FOUR - Port of MYRA/Port of OSTIA
(Cardboard House, Cardboard Ship, Blue Fabric)

PORT OF MYRA
People of Myra: (Surrounding Bishop Nicholas — Almost all at once)

Oh, Your Grace, Bishop Nicholas, what will we do about the famine?
Our crops have failed.

We’ll have no grain this winter.

How will we feed our children?

What will we do for food?

Bishop: Have faith my children, the Lord will provide. We must trust in Him! Now let’s go to the church
and pray. The Lord will hear our prayers.

PORT OF OSTIA - Ship Captain’s House
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Captain: (Preparing for bed) Big day ahead! Setting sail for Alexandria tomorrow! Glad the cargo’s all
loaded and the grain’s all measured and packed. I need a good night’s sleep. (Yawns loud and lies down)
Bishop Nicholas: (Enters house quietly) Tomorrow, you will sail, but not to Alexandria. You will sail for
Lycia and offload your grain at the Port of Myra where people are starving. I will pay you three gold coins
for the grain and the journey.
Captain: (wakes up with 3 gold coins in his hand) What a crazy dream! Huh...how did these get here?
How could this happen? Now I must sail to Myra because I'm afraid of what will happen if I don’t.
(Rushes out of his house to the ship). READY THE SHIP! WE'RE SAILING TO MYRA!

Deck Hand: But Captain, this grain is going to Alexandria...it’s been paid for! The merchants will call us
thieves if we don’t bring what they’ve paid for.

Captain: All I know is that | had a dream and some old man said we must go to Myra. We'll sort the rest
out after that.

(Ship sails to Myra - on the way one bag of grain becomes two- Joseph & Ephrem)
People of Myra: (Cheering as boat approaches)

Thanks be to God! We have been blessed!

Our prayers have been answered! Thank you Bishop!

Bishop Nicholas was right - the Lord provides!

Saint Nicholas: Welcome to Myra, Captain!

Captain: It's the man from my dream! He’s the one who gave me the gold! How is that possible! Unload
the grain at once.

Deck Hand: Look, Captain...there’s more grain than when we left! How is this possible? It's a miracle!
Captain: All these people can eat and we can sail to Alexandria with all the grain we were supposed to

deliver. God is good indeed!

Voice of Time: About 1700 years later.... (Wayback sound)

SCENE FIVE - Outside Door to Store
(Props - Sign, Easel, Bell, Bucket)

Bell Ringer (Ringing Bell): Merry Christmas! Help us help those in need!

Coin Tosser 3: Happy Holidays! (tosses coin in bucket and starts to leave)
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Bell Ringer: Thanks...not again? Another old coin? Let me guess, someone in your family a long time
ago witnessed a miracle?

Coin Tosser 3: Oh, no! Nothing that nice! One of my ancestors was a jailer who made a bet about some

guy who got in a fight and was thrown in jail. Pretty crazy legend...like WWE or something!
Far Off Voice of Time: Back in 325 the Council Of Nicaea Convened.... (Wayback sound)

SCENE SIX - Council of Nicaea
(Props - Backdrop with Curtains)

(People milling around, talking quietly)

Emperor Constantine: Hear ye, Hear ye, the Council of Nicaea is now called to order! Let the discussion
and debates begin in the Name of our LORD.

(People talking, gradually getting louder - one rises above the rest)
Arius: Now of course we know, since the Son came from God, the Son can’t be God’s equal.
Voice of Time: Four hours later.... (Wayback sound)

Arius: It just makes sense that since God was the creator he is above the son, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit.
God created him!

Bishop Nicholas: That's enough! I've listened to this blasphemous talk from you all day long. The
Father and the Son are equal and uncreated, existing from the beginning!

Arius: Now that’s simply untrue...
Bishop Nicholas: ENOUGH! Maybe this will shut you up (slaps Nicholas) and make you see the truth!

Constantine: Guards! Arrest him! It’s illegal to strike someone in my presence! You Bishops may decide
his punishment since he has struck a man of the church!

(Bishops strip Nicholas of his hat and staff. Jailers take him off to Prison - cardboard house again but with
bars over window and chain him)

Jailer 1: It'll take a miracle to get that guy out of prison! I'll bet he’s in there a long time.

Jailer 2: I'll take that bet...I just have a funny feeling about this Prisioner.

(Saint Nicholas kneels and begins to pray)

Jesus and the Theotokos appear and speak to Nicholas: Why are you in jail?

Bishop Nicholas: Because of my love for you, my Lord, Christ and for your dear mother who stands with

you now. (They break his chains and give him back his staff and hat)
6
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Jailer 1: (returns to the cell) How could this happen? How is he free of his chains and restored as
Bishop?

Jailer 2: 1don’t know but you owe me some money! (takes coin) I have a feeling this coin will bring me
and my family good luck!

Voice of Time: TODAY AT ST. NICHOLAS ORTHODOX IN GREENWOOD.... (Wayback sound)

Narrator 1: Bishop Nicholas had no idea he would become revered as a Saint. St. Nicholas was a real
person, a humble man, from a town located in present day Turkey. He has became known worldwide as
the inspiration for modern day Santa Claus. He was a third century bishop, born into a wealthy family.
He healed the sick, gave money to the poor to help change their lives and he protected sailors and
travelers, among many other works. He is the patron saint of many families, and churches, people named
Nicholas and a whole list of professions and people including children, sailors, travelers and
pawnbrokers.

Narrator 2: As the Patron Saint of our Parish, St. Nicholas inspires us through his kindness and giving
spirit, especially in the way he cared for those in need. Many stories have been written about the life of
St. Nicholas and the many miracles he worked. These are three stories that we know well, but there are
countless others. We don’t know for sure if St. Nicholas really slapped Arius, but we do know that the
Bishops at the Council of Nicaea defended the truth of our faith and that we affirm every time we say the
Nicene Creed. We sing about St. Nicholas to remember him as a model of faith for all of us and awaken
his spirit in us!

CHILDREN SING - OH WHO LOVES, NICHOLAS THE SAINTLY!



