


ST. NICHOLAS A SIMPLE CELEBRATION —UOCOFUSA OFFICE OF YOUTH MINISTRY

St. Nicholas — A Simple Celebration

This is a more scaled back celebration if you do not have a large church school or maybe are

short on time.
Needed: Several Songs, narrator, readers for poems.

Hello — Glory to Jesus Christ! Welcome to our program honoring St. Nicholas. Please rise as we

welcome him by singing his song: St. Nicholas enters and is taken to a seat of honor to watch

the presentation.
1. Song to St. Nicholas —O khto, khto
2.Three poems ( see below)
3.Song — Ukrainian Christmas Carol
4. Three poems
5.Song #2 - of your choice
6.Pre- school class story and any other poems
7.Silent Night
8.Akhathist excerpts
9.Time to go!

Pre-school Story - The teacher will tell the story of the three sisters. the children will act it out
and yell - "throw it in the window" each time St. Nicholas throws the gold bags. This can be
modified and added to.

Saint Nicholas, the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia is famed as a great saint

pleasing unto God. He was born in the city of Patara in the region of Lycia (on the south coast of
the Asia Minor peninsula), and was the only son of pious parents Theophanes and Nonna, who
had vowed to dedicate him to God. Since Nicholas was a small child, he always studied
Scripture; during the day, he would not leave church, and by night he prayed and read books,
making himself truly a friend of God.

St. Nicholas was known for the many good things he did. One time, there was a man with three
daughters who needed money so he could buy food. The saint, learning of the man’s poverty

secretly visited him one night and threw a sack of gold through the window. Since there was so
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much money, the man was able to buy food and give his daughters the money they would need

when they grew up. However, St. Nicholas always strove to keep his good acts a secret.

Another time, St. Nicholas was going to go on a long trip on a huge boat. Shortly after he left, he
had a feeling that a storm would come and sink the ship, and sure enough, the sky grew dark and
cloudy and the ocean waters began to crash against the sides of the boat. Everybody was very
scared, but St. Nicholas prayed to God, and the waves stopped beating the boat, and the sun
came out from behind the clouds. His prayer was so strong that even one of the sailors who had

fallen during the storm and was badly hurt, was made better.

St. Nicholas was a very gentle priest who was very caring to those who needed him. Soon, he
was made a bishop of his area, Lycia, and did everything he could to correct those who held
wrong beliefs about the church. And while he was a bishop, he continued to help those he could.
He worked many other miracles and struggled many long years at his work. Through the prayers

of the saint, soldiers were helped, and the city of Myra was rescued from a terrible food shortage.

Having reached old age, St. Nicholas peacefully fell asleep in the Lord. When he died, his body
had a very sweet smell, and the myrrh which flowed from his body helped heal sick people. The
name of the great saint of God, the hierarch and wonderworker Nicholas, a quick helper for all
who call on him, is famed in every corner of the earth, in many lands, and among many peoples.
All over the world, there are many churches named after him. There is, perhaps, not a single city

without a church named after him.

St. Nicholas, the bishop of Lycia, is the patron of travelers, and we pray to him for help from
floods, poverty, or any misfortunes. He has promised to help those who remember his parents,

Theophanes and Nonna.

Or use A Man Named Nicholas by Ann Marie Gidus-Mecera, a simple story for pre-schoolers

Story/Poem #1

Hymn of Praise Saint Nichols the Miracle-Worker Archbishop of Myra in Lycia
Hymn from The Prologue from Ohrid, for December 6, Serbian Orthodox Church , Diocese of

Western America.

Holy Father Nicholas, The four corners of the world glorify youAs a knight of the powerful
Faith, The Faith of God, the true Faith.


http://www.stnicholascenter.org/pages/man-named-nicholas/
http://www.westsrbdio.org/prolog/intro.html
http://www.westsrbdio.org/
http://www.westsrbdio.org/
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From the cradle he was devoted to God,From the cradle until the end;And God glorified him—
His faithful Nicholas.

Famous was he throughout his life,And even more renowned after death;Mighty on earth was

he,And even more mighty is he in heaven.

Glowing spirit, pure heart,He was a temple of the Living God;For this the people glorify himAs a

wondrous saint.

Nicholas, rich in glory,Loves those who honor him as their Krsna Slava;Before the throne of the

eternal God,He prays for their good.

O Nicholas, bless us,Bless your peopleWho, before God and before you,Humbly stand in prayer.

Story/Poem #2
The Story of Saint Nicholas
by Nancy Jamrog

https://www.stnicholascenter.org/how-to-celebrate/resources/music/songs/american/story-

of-saint-nicholas

Story/Poem #3

You may choose additional poems, stories and songs from the St. Nicholas Center Site!

https://www.stnicholascenter.org/for-kids/poems

Poetic narration from folklore Ukrainian sources by Ivan Petryshyn

https://allpoetry.com/poem/18335955-Master-St-NlIcholas-by-lvan-Petryshyn


https://www.stnicholascenter.org/how-to-celebrate/resources/music/songs/american/story-of-saint-nicholas
https://www.stnicholascenter.org/how-to-celebrate/resources/music/songs/american/story-of-saint-nicholas
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