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THE DAY THEY FORGOT ST. NICHOLAS

Play Synopsis — All the youth of the parish are on a camping trip. They have been put
under the “Holiday Haze’ and have forgotten that it is St. Nicholas Day.

The children act out the narrator’s story. You may want to assign certain youth to act out
specific parts. Include the youth in determining what the actions should be. Encourage
them to act the entire time. Choose distinct repetitive pantomime for certain words or
sections. For example: When the younger children say “hmmm” have them place their
pointer finger to their chin.

Lines in blue should be said by the designated group or person.

Scene opens with children around campfire and teenagers listening with earbuds and
phones.

Narrator 1: Our story begins at a mountain camping site. The youth of
parish have traveled there for a night of camping. As we meet the
youth they have just begun enjoying their campfire.

Narrator 2: The children are roasting marshmallows, while the teenagers get closer to
nature by listening to woodland sounds on their phones. A few of the children break into
a festive “holiday” song.... Song 1(Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer or similar)

Narrator 1: The children continue enjoying their campfire but the youngest participants
have something that just keeps nagging at them...

Youngest Children: “Shouldn’t we be doing something else tonight?”

Narrator 2: The older kids all “poo-poo” the youngest and assure them there could be
nothing else to do this night and thought it would be lovely to sing yet another “holiday”
dittie” The teenagers agree and set their phones to play the same song. Song 2

Narrator 1: But the youngest still feel that something is still not quite right....
Youngest Children: “Are you sure we shouldn’t be doing something else?”

Narrator 2: The older kids took a moment to think. “Well”, they said — “we have
already bought all of our gifts on black Friday and we still have plenty of time for last
minute shopping, we have already decorated our houses with a bazillion lights and put up
our Christmas tree, and we have our “holiday” party all planned and ready to go with a
whole feast of food. Nope — we haven’t forgotten to do anything. Today is for relaxing,
dancing and singing.”

Narrator 1: Hmmmmm........ thought the little ones. They thought, and thought, and
thought. But they just couldn’t remember what they may be forgetting. They are little
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you know and if the big kids say they are all ready for the holiday then they must be
right. But.......................

Youngest Children: “We just really think we should be doing something else.”
Narrator 2: Just then a strange man came walking through the woods.
Stage Cue: Enter St. Nicholas

Narrator 1: A strangely dressed man in long robes and a white beard walked into their
camp ground. “Hello.” He said. “Hello.” They said. And then he asked them the
question. “So what are you doing tonight?”

Narrator 2: “Well” the older kids answered “we are just enjoying a little time off after
all of our holiday preparations.” “Oh?” Said the stranger — “what were your
preparations? Did you feed the hungry?”

Narrator 1: “Feed the hungry? Well sure — we bought enough food for our parties - we
will be feeding our hungry guests. Who is this guy?” asked the older ones.

Narrator 2: “Hmmmm.....” said the stranger. “That is interesting. What else have you
done to prepare? Have you prepared your gifts for the child?”

Narrator 1: “Gifts for the child? Well you must mean our little brother, or my little
cousins = of course we got our shopping done for everyone! Who is this guy?” Asked
the teenagers as they took out their earbuds.

Narrator 2: “Ah ha! Even more interesting” said the stranger.
Narrator 1: “Well what have you done to prepare for the holiday” said the children?

Narrator 2: “Let me see. | have done so much in my life to prepare for the ‘holiday’ you
speak of. I was a rich man and used all of my money to help those in need. I fed the
hungry and poor. I provided dowries so that young girls would not be sold into slavery. 1
gave gifts to children whose families had no money. I defended the truth of the faith
against those who would have changed it with heresy. I devoted my whole life to the

child who will be born in a few weeks and in return He has granted me the greatest gifts
of all.”

Narrator 1: The children listened to the stranger as if in a trance — it was as if they had
heard this before — long ago in some old story but could not remember where.

“What is this great gift you were given? I love a great gift and would like to get one” —
asked one of the kids.
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Narrator 2: “Well” — said the stranger. “The gifts are His never ending love and eternal
salvation.”

Narrator 1: “What?” Said the kids. “Who is this guy?”
Youngest Children: This guy is St. Nicholas!!
Narrator 2: Cried the youngest.

Narrator 1: “That is correct” said the stranger. | am Nicholas, Bishop of Myra and our
Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ will be born in just a few weeks — this is the time of
preparation for that great and holy feast and today is the day He allows the church to
celebrate the works He allowed me to accomplish in His name.

Youngest Children: We knew we were supposed to be somewhere else today!

Narrator 2: Cried the youngest. * It is St. Nicholas Day!” The older kids pop awake as
if they were in a trance. “Oh St. Nicholas. We are so sorry that we forgot your feast day.
We must have been in the deadly Holiday Haze. Thank you for not forgetting us even
though we forgot you.”

Narrator 1: “That is ok my children. I realize that there are so many distractions in
today’s world that sometimes we loose site of the real purpose to our lives. It is my job
to help you remember that the important things are to live Christ’s commandments — to
love one another as He loved us, to clothe the naked, to feed the hungry, to visit those in
prison and to pray without ceasing. These are His teachings and I am His servant to bring
you closer to Him.

Narrator 2: “Hey” — said the kids. The day is not over yet! We can still honor this holy
man, who we can all look toward as a role model for our own lives. Let’s honor St.
Nicholas!

Narrator 1: “Yay!!!” Yelled the children. “Thank you” —said St. Nicholas — “I would
love to celebrate with you.”

Narrator 2: And so — there under the stars — in the Glory of God’s creation — The
children of St. Peter & St. Paul honored a holy man and prepared for the birth of our Lord

and Savior.

Cue: Children sing — Silent Night, Boh Predveechni and the Tropar of St. Nicholas
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JAEHb, KOJIM BOHU 3ABYJIN CBATOI'O MUKOJIASA

(Ilapaghisnora sucmasa 03 dimetl i MO10OI)
KopoTtknuii 3micT
VYci niti napadii moixanu B ropu Ha BIAMOYUHOK. AJie BOHH MOTPAIUIH i 10
“CBATKOBOTO TyMaHy 1 320y, 110 ChOToaHI — AeHb CBsiTOro MuKosas.
JliTu 6171 BOTHHIIA CIYXal0Th MY3HUKY, CITIBAIOTh Pi3ABSHI MMICEHBKH, aje HAMOIOAII
BIJIUYBAOTh, 1110 LIIOCh HE TaK. Y L€ MOMEHT /10 HUX IPUXOJUTh JUBHUN YOJIOBIK Y
JOBroMy BOpaHHi Ta 3 6i510r0 6oposoro. Lle cam Csatuit Mukounaii, skuii Haraaye i, 1o
CIpaBXH MIATOTOBKA /10 CBATA — 11€ HE MMOKYIKU i MpUKpacH, a J1r000B, MUIOCEPAs Ta
Bipa.

IS IEPIIA

(Cuena BiIKpHMBAa€TbCSA: IiTH CHAATH OiJIs1 BOTHUIA, CTAPIII CJIyXal0Th MY3HKY B
HABYIIHHMKAX.)

Onoginau 1: Hama icTopis mounHaeThes B ripcbkoMy Tabopi. Monoap napadii cBITHX
anoctouiB [lerpa i1 [TaBna npuixana croau Ha HiY 13 HaMeTamH. SIkpa3 3apa3 BOHH
HACOJIO/IKYIOTHCSI CBOIM BOTHHILIEM.

Onoginay 2: Moo iTH CMakaTh MapIIMENoy, a CTapili “HaOIMKaIThCA 10
IPUPOH”, CIyXalo4d “ITiCOBi 3BYKH™ y CBOIX aifmogax. JleXTo moYMHAE CIiBaTH
CBSITKOBY ITICEHBKY...

Iicna 1: «Pyoonbgh — uepeononocuii o1eHv»

Onosigau 1: Ta HaliMeHIINX AITEH MIOCH HEMTOKOITE. ..

Hajimomoami gitu: — Y He MOBMHHI MU CLOTOJIHI pOOUTH 110CK 1HIIIE?

Onoginayu 2: Crapii Juiiie TOCMIsITUCS 1 CKa3aju, 1[0 HeMa Y0Tr0 XBHUIIFOBATHUCS.
“Haiikpaiiie — criBaTH 1€ OJJHY CBSITKOBY IICHIO!” — BUPIIINIA BOHU.

Ilicua 2

OmnoBigau 1: Ane HaitMOJIOAII BCE 11I€ BIIUyBaJH, 110 IIIOCh HE TaK...

Haiimonoami xiTu:— Bu Briesneni, 1o My HI90T0 He 3a0yim?

Onoginau 2: Crapiui 3agymanucsi: — Mu Bike KyIWIH BCl TOJaPYHKH Ha YOPHY

1’ ITHUITIO», TPUKPACUIIN OyIWHKH, TOCTABUIIHU SUTMHKY, 3allJIaHyBaJIl CBSITKOBY
Beuipky... Hi, Hivoro He 3a0ymu. ChOTOAH1 MOKHA MTPOCTO BIAMOYUTH, IIOTAHIIOBATH

nocmiBaru!

Onoginau 1: ManeHbki mogyMany, MOAYMAH. .. ajle TaK 1 He 3rajiajiu, o came 3a0yIIH.
Sxmo crapiii KaxyTh, 0 BCe TOTOBO, TO, Ma0yTh, TaK 1 €. Ae...
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Haiimomoami xiTu: — My Bce 0/1HO BITIYBAEMO, 1110 Maii O poOUTH 1110CK THIIE. ..
IS IPYT A

(Panrom i3 TeMpsiBM BUXOANTH AMBHHUI Y0JI0BiK y JOBIMX pHu3ax i 3 0i010
0opoo10.)

Omnosigau 2: I came Toz1 yepe3 J1ic MPUNIITIOB HE3HAMOMETIb.

Onmnosinau 1: Bin npuBiTaBcs:

— Ho6pwuii Beuip!

— JloOpwii Bewip! — BiMOBUIN JiTH.

— II{o Bu pobuTe CHOTO/IHI? — CIUTAB BiH.

Omnosigay 2: Crapuri BinoBimu:
— Mu npocTo BiANOYMBAEMO MiCIIS BCIX MPUTOTYBaHb JIO CBSIT.
— O? — ckazaB He3HalloMenb. — A sk came BU rotyBanucsa? Bu ronysanu roaogHux?

Omnosinau 1: — lN'onogaux? Ta 3BicHO! Mu Kymmim 6araTo ki Ui Be4ipKu —
Haroyemo Bcix rocteit! XTo 1ie B3araii Takuii? — 3IUBYBAJINCS CTapIli.

OmnoBigau 2: — I[ikaBo... — NMpoMOBUB He3HalloMeIb. — A 111€ 110 BU 3poounn? Bu
MiAroTyBasy Aapu s Jutsaru?

Omnosinay 1: — J{na qutuau? Bu, MaOyTh, MaeTe Ha yBa3i HAIIMX MOJIOAIINX OpaTiB 4u
KY3€HIB — 3BUYaiHO, MM KYIIUJIH M nogapyHku! XTo 1el 40JI0BiK? — CHHUTAIU
MJUTITKYA, 3HIMAIOYX HABYIITHUKU.

Onogigau 2: — AX, ocb BOHO 1IJ0, — YCMIXHYBCSI HE3HalloOMellb.

Onogigau 1: — A 110 X BU 3po0uin, 00 NPUTOTYBaTUCS O CBATA? — MOLIKABUIIHUCS
TITH.

Onoginau 2: — S? 5 konuce OyB OaraTuM 4OJIOBIKOM, ajie BC1 CBOi I'POIIIi BiiIaB THM,
XTO MOTpeOyBaB. A roayBaB rojoAHKUX, AoTOMaraB OiJHUM, pSITYBaB JiBYAT Bl paOCTBa,
Jaro4u iM mocar. Sl IpUHOCHB MOJApyHKHU AITSIM, SIK1 HIYOTO HEe MajH. Sl 3aXuIaB iCTUHY
BipH BiJ epeceil. Bce cBoe uTTs 51 npucBaATtuB JIUTATI, IKE CKOPO HAPOIUTHCS, 1 Bin
JapyBaB MeH1 HAHOLIbIII Japu.

Onosinay 1: Jlitu cayxanu iforo, HeMOB 3a4apoBaHi. IM 371aBaocs, 10 BOHH BiKeE JECh
YyJIM 110 1CTOPitO. ..
— A sKi XK 1Ie 1apu? — 3auTaB OJWH 13 JiTeH.

Omnogimau 2: — Ile 11000B, 110 HIKOJIM HE MUHAE, 1 CIIACIHHS BiYHE, — BIJIOBIB BiH.

Onosigau 1: — [1{o? XT0 x TH Takmii?
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Hajimosmoami gitu (paszom):— [le x Cearuii Mukosaii!
OmnoBiaay 2: Monoamni BUTYKHYJH 1€ B OJIUH T0OJIOC.

OmnoBinau 1: — Tak, — cka3aB He3HalloMelb. — S Muxkomnaii, enuckon Mip
Jliki#icekux. I Ham [N'ocrioas Icyc XpucToc ckopo HApOIUTHCS — II€ Yac MiATOTOBKH J10
BEIMKOTO 1 cBsiTOrO cBATa. ChoromaHi x LlepkBa 3ragye no6pi aina, siki ['ocroap
JTI03BOJIMB MEHI1 3pOOUTH B Moro im’s.

Haiimomoami ximu: — M x 302511, 1110 CHOTOJIHI Masi OyTH jeck ime!
Omnoginau 2: — [le x aenp CesiToro Mukosas! — BUT'YKHYJIM BOHHU.

OmnoBigay 1: Crapuii IpoKUHYJINUCS, HEMOB 13 CHY:
— O, Caruii Mukonaro, mpo6ad Ham, 1o 3a0yiu mpo TBii 1eHsp! Mu norpanuim B
CBATKOBUM TyMaH... JIsikyeMo, 1110 TH He 3a0yB HAcC, HaBiTh KOJIM MU 3a0yJH Mpo Tede.

Omnosinau 2: — He TypOyiitecs, nitu Moi, — BiAnoBiB CBATHIl. — Y cyyacHOMY CBITI
Tak 0araTo CIOKYC, 10 JIFOAX YacTO BTPAYaIOTh 3 MOJIS 30py rojoBHE. Most Micist —
HaraJlaTl BaMm, 1110 HaiBaXXJIUBiIIE — 1€ TFOOUTH OJMH OJJHOTO, SIK XPHCTOC HAC
MOJIFOOMB, JIONIOMAaraTy Hy KJICHHHM, TOyBaTH TOJIOHUX, BIIBIAyBaTH XBOPHX 1
MOJIMTHUCS O€3IepeCTaHKy.

OnoBigau 1: — I'eif, — cka3anu aiTH, — JE€Hb I1Ie He 3aKinuduBcd! Mu MokeMo
BIIIAHYBATH I[LOTO CBSATOTO YOJIOBIKA, SIKUH € JIJIsl HAC TIPUKIIATIOM.

OnoBigau 2: — Tak, — cka3anu Bci. — J{gaxyemo 1061, CBaruit Muxosnaro!

Onoginau 1: [ tam, mix 30psmu, cepen kpacu boxkoro TBopiHHS, 1iTH napadii CBITUX
anoctouiB [lerpa i1 [TaBna BiaHyBaiu CBATOrO YOJIOBIKA I MPUTOTYBAJIU CBOI CepId J10
HapopkeHHa Crnacurerns.

Kinenn: cniibHUM coiB

1. Tuxa niu (Silent Night)

2. boe npeosiunuii Hapoouscs

3. Tpomap CeaTomy MukoJsaio:
[TpaBumo Bipu i 06pa3 nariHOCTH,
yUUTENs] CTPUMaHHS MOKa3aB Te0e cTaao TBOE JIIJIOM ICTUHU;
pajau 1IbOTO MpHUI0aB TH CMUPEHHSM BHCOKE,
yboricTio — 0arare, oT4e CBSIIIEHHOHAYATBHIKY MUKOJIAK0;
Mo Xpucta bora, mo6 cnaciucs ayrni Harri.



